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Maryland PTA
2005-2006 Reflections Program
“l wonder why...”

Welcome to this year's National PTA Reflections Program. Over 500,000 stpaetitgoate annually in
this cultural arts program. Last year over 4,500 Maryland students from 186p@iftisgpated. We hope
that with your support and guidance, even more students will take the opportunity tthelmaverid via the
avenue of the Reflections Program, choosing to express feelings, thoughts acdeiai@asy through
Dance, Literature, Music, Photography, Visual Arts, and Film/Video.

PTA Reflections Chairs should encourage local units (schools) to add contact naotesctiption lists for
both the unit’'s PTA Council Bulletin and the Maryland PTA Bulletin to ensurepeckEReflections
Program information in a timely manner.

Important Timesaving Notes!
Before duplicating the Official Entry Form onvhite paper, it is recommended that local PTA unit
Reflections Chairs complete the mandatory Local PTA information at the botttira Official Entry
Form. The Six-Digit ID number is located in the upper left corner of eaghHpdsident’s mailing label
on materials from National PTA, such_as Our Children Maga4ins.also located on the PTA unit
membership card. This will save having to complete each entry form individaizity |
Students should be encouragedhiude a title for their entries and tocomplete the “optional
statement” section of the entry form. This information greatly assists the judges irs#dteations.
Prior to forwarding entries to the council Reflections Chair for judging] BTA chairsmust complete
the Requirements Checklist and Forms A & B and include them with the entries.

COUNCIL DEADLINE: Tuesday, January 3, 2006

PTA councils will judge entries from local schools then submit up to four entrieshrdeasion and
category to Maryland PTA for judging. Each local Reflections chair should ¢tonéacCouncil
Reflections Chair or Council President to find out their proceduf¥es! MUST SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIES
DIRECTLY TO YOUR PTA COUNCIL . Maryland PTA will only accept entries from the councils, not directly
from local PTAs. The exception is Councils that do not have a Reflections chair, indbesévaryland
PTA will accept entries directly from local PTAs.

TYPES OF AWARDS PRESENTED BY MARYLAND PTA:
Outstanding Interpretation of the Theme: Up to 24 students statewide may receive the Outstanding
Interpretation of the Theme Award. One recipient may be selected from ehehfodfit age divisions in
each of the six categories. The Literature, Music, Photography and Xigsi@utstanding
Interpretation entries are submitted to National PTA for judging. (Not¥e ik no national level of
judging for Dance or Film/Video at this time.)
Award of Excellence: Up to 48 award recipients statewide can receive the Award of Excellance.
recipients are selected from each of the four age divisions in each of the gotiesate
Award of Merit: Additional award recipients in each category and age division may receike/éne
of Merit. (Similar to an Honorable Mention).
Participation Certificates: All entrants whose works are submitted for judging at the state level are
recognized either with an award certificate or a participatioificate. Outstanding Interpretation of
Theme, Award of Excellence and Award of Merit winners may receive additec@gnition.

Note: Contact the Maryland PTA office to request the Reflections Program rules in Spanish.
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MARYLAND PTA Reflections Program
“I WONDER WHY.."””
2005-2006REQUIREMENTSCHECKLIST

Include the original of this list with your entries. The requirements checklist is helpful in preparing your local
Reflections Program packet for submission to your PTA Council CulturabAReflections Chair. Please make a
copy of this list for your records. If the local packet is not completd|libe disqualified.

COUNCIL ENTRY DEADLINE : TUESDAY, JANUARY 3,2006

FORMS
Official entry forms completely filled out iIBLACK INK and copied only owhite paper.
National PTA ID number (found on National PTA mailing labels & Membership cards)
Original signatures of student and parent.
Confirmation that your PTA is in good standing.*

2005-2006 Membership Dues were mailed to Maryland PTA in (mmlyy)
Local PTA Bylaws last approved by Maryland PTA in (mmlyy)
Local PTA incorporated in (mmlyy)

Local PTA liability insurance paid to council in (mml/yy)**

*Maryland PTA will not judge entries from PTAs that are not in good danding.
** |f required by Council
Local PTA Participation Form completely filled out (Form A)
Entrant listing completely filled out (Form B)
NOTE: Elementary school PTAs having student entries in both Primary (pre K-2) anchédliatte (3-5) Divisions
should complete one Form A for Primary entries AND a second Form A fambdete entries.
Retain an extra copy of all forms for your files.

PACKING INSTRUCTIONS

DANCE/CHOREOGRAPHY AND FILM/VIDEO ENTRIES

Original work of student submitted. Video of the student’s work must be suttmitiew the video to verify that
it is complete and clear. Entry must not exceed 5 minutes.

Video should be placed in a container identified with the student’s naat® division, address, PTA unit name,
and playing time. Submit video in a 9 x 12 inch manila envelope.

Attach a sheet protector to the manila envelope containing the viddagl#ae top of sheet protector open and
accessible. Place the entry form into the sheet protector.

You may want to copy the videos submitted to Council. Retain an extra copy dioemisyfor your files. Dance
entriesWILL NOT BE RETURNED!

LITERATURE ENTRIES

Original work on any kind of paper, not to exceed 8% by 11 inches. I@tats on light paper duplicate the best)

All pages numbered.

Attach a sheet protector to a manila envelope containing the originaplrg 3 copiesjeaving the top of sheet
protector open and accessible. Place the entry form into the sheetogprofS8€@TE: The National Literature
rules state that the student need only submit the original plus one copy. taleTé's responsibility to
make the two additional copies to be submitted to Council judging.)

Student’s name and school only on the back of each page of the original entry.

No student information shown on the 3 copies.

Retain an extra copy of Literature entries and entry forms submitteduteciCior your files. Literature entries
WILL NOT BE RETURNED

VISUAL ARTS ENTRIES
Original work of student submittedNo student information may be visible on the front of entry.

Flat, inch thickness maximum, no larger than 24 x 30 inckiesluding mat)
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Mounted on sturdy cardboard or foamboard.

Shrinkwrap or tape clear cello-wrap plastic over front of entrydtept work. (no Saran wrap)

Use masking tape to attach a sheet protector to the back of the entry thesdaenkwrap, leaving the top of the
sheet protector open and accessible. Place entry form into the sheet protecto

Optional: You may want to photograph the visual arts entries submitted to Council toydisgilahe entries
return to your school. Retain an extra copy of entry forms for your MESUAL ART ENTRIES WILL
BE RETUNRED

PHOTOGRAPHY ENTRIES

Original work of each student submittedo student information may be visible on the front of entry.

Flat, inch thickness maximum, no larger than 11 x 14 inckiesluding mat)

Mounted on sturdy cardboard or foamboard.

Shrinkwrap or tape clear cello-wrap plastic over front of entrydtept work. (no Saran wrap)

Use masking tape to attach a sheet protector to the back of the entry thetsidenkwrap, leaving the top of the
sheet protector open and accessible. Place the entry form into thpretestor.

Optional: You may want to photograph the photography entries submitted to Council to displayeuatitries
return to your school. Retain an extra copy of entry forms for your il¢OTOGRAPHY ENTRIES
WILL BE RETURNED.

MusIC ENTRIES

Original work of student submitted. Required music questions answeredaal @ffitry form. Listen to the entry
to verify that it is complete and clear. Entry must not exceed 5 minutes.

Media packed in an appropriate container identified with the student’s gazmae division, address, PTA unit
name, and playing time. Media and container placed in a 9 x 12 inch manila envetipee scores for
middle/junior and senior entries.

Submit audiocassette and origipds 3 copies ofscore. (when required)

Attach a sheet protector to the manila envelope containing the eningléiae top of sheet protector open and
accessible. Place the entry form into the sheet protector.

Optional: You may want to copy the recordings submitted to Council. Retain an extra copydbens for
your files. Music Entrie§VILL NOT BE RETURNED.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF LOCAL PTA REFLECTIONS CHAIRS

- Itis your responsibility to convey to all students and parents the importafawing all rules of general
participation and of the specific categories, so that each entry mayhesalvest chance for placement at the
Council, State and National levels.
Your willingness tadouble-check all forms and entrig®r completeness and for proper mounting will help your
students progress further in the judging process. Verify the spellingtokattant’s name with the school office.
Your verification of your PTA’s good standing (current dues and bylaws) wileptedisqualification of entries
from your PTA.

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM ON INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES MUST BE LEGIBLE AND FILLED OUT COMPLETELY , IN BLACK
INK ON WHITE PAPER ONLY .

Make sure studenBRINT names, addresses, etc.

Make sure local school/PTA information is printed and filled in coraplet

No abbreviations of any kind in any area.

Students and parents or guardisnsT sign the forms themselves — do not sign for them.

NUMBER OF ENTRIES
Make sure you send a maximum of odlentries per grade division per categoryregardless of the number of
grades at your school. We encourage your entries to reflect the widebtepasiesentation of grade divisions
and still reflect the creative ability of your students.

FORMS A & B & REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST
Make copies for your files before sending entries to PTA Council.
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Includeall totals requested in the appropriate columns, not just the entries submitted to PiiéilCou

ALL spaces must be completed on the form®-BLANK SPACES

Place these forms together and package them in a manila envelopewifFinA name labeled clearly.
Completion of the Forms A & B and Requirements Checklist will help migipinblems related to incomplete
entries. The participation numbers given on Form A enables National PaBulation student participation for
sponsorship

RETURN OF ENTRIES

COUNCIL JUDGING
The top four entries for each age division in each category (maximum ofr@&ewnill be submitted to Maryland
PTA for state judging.
Contact your PTA Council Cultural Arts or Reflections Chair for courrcitedures for displaying and/or
returning remaining entries to your local PTAs.

STATE JUDGING

- Each entry in each age division receiving Outstanding Interpretatitve dtheme Awards in Literature, Music,
Photography, and Visual Arts (maximum of 16 entries) will be submitted tordafRT A for national judging.
(There is no national judging for the Dance or Film Category).
Digital photographs are taken of all photography and visual arts entriaggistate awards for use in display and
on the Maryland PTA website.
Copies of Literature entries and Musical scores are retained for dsplay or on the Maryland PTA website.
Photography and Visual Arts entries submitted to the Maryland PTA wittthened to the MDPTA Office for
pick-up by May 30, 2006. (except original photography or visual arts entries whicttained for display or
which receive National PTA awards).

NATIONAL JUDGING
Slides of the Photography and Visual Arts Maryland PTA Outstandingtetation of the Theme Award winners
are submitted to National PTA for national judging — the original entreesetatined in the Maryland PTA office
until the national awards are announced.
Any photography or visual arts entries winning national awards are forwarédadional PTA for use in the
Reflections Program virtual exhibit and gallery video. National PTAmélke every effort to return the winning
photographs and artwork directly to the student’s address by early 2007.
Original Literature and Music Maryland PTA Outstanding Interpiatadf the Theme Award winning entries are
submitted to National PTA for national judgirghe original entries will not be returned by National PTA

FOR Y OUR INFORMATION

Maryland PTA Deadline Date: Friday, February 3, 2006
National PTA Deadline Date: Friday, March 10, 2006

Total number of entries that may be forwarded from Locals or Councilin each grade division in each category:
4 Total number of entries per age division (4 entries x 6 categories): 24.

PTAs which have students in more than one grade division within their schaplsubmit up to 24 entries for each
grade division.

If you have questions, contact your Council Reflections chair or Mr. Negigen, Maryland PTA Reflections chair
at 301-942-9056.

Additional information about the Reflections Program can be found at thenslbBTA website:
http://www.pta.org/ap_programs.htnmcluding a gallery of 2005 winners.
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MARYLAND PTA
“l wonder why...”
2005-2006 REFLECTIONS PROGRAM

LOCAL PTA PARTICIPATION FORM A

"# $1" "%
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS COMPLETED FORM WITH YOUR ENTRIES , FORM B AND
THE REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST TO YOUR PTA COUNCIL .
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MARYLAND PTA

2005-2006 REFLECTIONS PROGRAM
LOCAL PTA PARTICIPATION FORM B

“I wonder why...

Type or legibly print in black ink! You may substitute an Excel spreadsheet comgittie identical information shown on this form.

COUNTY:

PTA/PTSA name:

Reflections Program chair:

Telephone: - -
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2005-2006 National PTA Reflections Program
GENERAL STUDENT PARTICIPATION RULES
Theme: | wonder why...
All students must adhere to the following general rules in addition to th rules specific to their arts area.

1. Theme

The theme for the 2005-2006 program is “I wondey.wh
Only new pieces of artwork inspired by the theme &
acceptable.

2. Student Eligibility Through Local PTA

Students must participate in the Reflections Progitmough a
PTA/PTSA in good standing. Parent groups notiafét

with National PTA are not eligible to sponsor thiegram. It
is the responsibility of the state and local PTA#ATto
determine each student’s eligibility in the Refiens
Program. A student may develop an entry in oridatef
school.

3. Grade Divisions
Students may enter the Reflections Program in pipecgriate
division for their grade. The divisions are addois:

* Primary—Preschool-Grade 2

* Intermediate—Grades 3-5

* Middle/Junior—Grades 6-8

* Senior—Grades 9-12

If students do not fall under specific grade douis, National
PTA suggests that they be grouped as follows.

* Primary—up to age 7

* Intermediate—ages 8-10

» Middle/Junior—ages 11-13

» Senior—ages 14+

It is the responsibility of the local PTA/PTSA tetdrmine the
appropriate division if necessary.

4. Arts Areas
Students may submit works in any of the five antas:
* Dance
Film
* Literature
» Musical composition
 Photography
* Visual arts

National PTA does not limit the number of entriestdent may
submit.

5. Children With Disabilities

National PTA believes that each child with a disgbshould
be provided a free and appropriate public education
Therefore, the Reflections Program at the natitsnadl does
not have a special division for students with diigzds.
National PTA believes it is the right of parentptace their
child in the Reflections Program grade division thest
reflects the child’s developmental age. Howevaidelines
for state and local Reflections Programs vary. dRheith
your state PTA for guidelines.

6. Entry Form

All participants are required to fill out and sitjre
OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM . Students who have not
completely filled out the fornwill not be eligible for the
program. In situations where a student cannot fill ot th
entry form or write legibly, a parent may sign hés/child’s
name.

7. Deadlines and Further Information

Each student must submit his/her work by the deeadli
established by his/her local PTA/PTSA. Each local
PTA/PTSA sponsoring the program will set a deadiore
entries in adherence with the state, district, @uhcil needs.
These entries are judged and the selected worksmavarded
to the next level of judging (council or statBjrect all
guestions regarding deadlines, rules or further
information, to your council or state Reflections Mair.

8. Judging
Entries are judged on artistic merit, creativityda
interpretation of the theme.

The Reflections Program makes no restriction onerdror
subject in artwork. Students who are submittinyies need
to meet school, local, or state PTA standards g&sideview
entries based upon creativity, artistic merit, anidrpretation
of the theme.

Each PTA determines its own judges for the progréamder
no condition may parents or students contact ttigqgs to
dispute the status of an entry. All decisionsuglges are
final.

9. Award Recipient Notification

State arts chairs will notify students who receiatonal
recognition. State arts chairs will submit origipaotography
and visual arts pieces to National PTA for the timeaof a video
and new Reflections Program website gallery.

10. Return of Artwork

Visual arts and photography entries submitted toylad
PTA for state judging will be returned to the MD R Dffice
for pick-up by May 30, 2006 (except original phataghy or
visual arts entries chosen for display or whicteree National
PTA awards).

If your entry receives a national-level award, yotiginal
artwork will be used to prepare the ReflectionsgPam

virtual exhibit Following the completion of the website, the
National PTA will make every effort to return ycatwork by
early 2007. Maryland and National PTA do not retomusic
or literature entries.

11. Maryland State Award Reception

Students earning the “Excellence” or “Outstanding
Interpretation” Award in Dance or music may be akte
perform their original works at the Maryland Stawward
Reception. The 2005-2006 Maryland State Reflastio
Award Reception will be held on May 14, 2006.
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National PTA 2005-2006 Reflections Program Theme:

“I wonder why... ”

Official Entry Form

Directions: Except for the two boxes at the end, students filustit the entire form. For more writing spacese the back of this
form or an extra sheet of papddSE BLACK INK ON WHITE PAPER ONLY

Grade Division (check one) Arts Area (check one)
Dance Film/Video
Grade Primary: Preschool-Grade 2 Literature
Age Intermediate: Grades 3-5 Musical Compmisiti
Middle/Junior: Grades 6-8 Photography
Senior: Grades 9-12 Visual Arts

Title of work (if any)
Optional artist statement

Required Information

Photography and Visual Arts: give the dimensions of work in inches, includingtma
Photography: describe the process in preparing the piece
Visual Arts: describe the media (crayons, oil on canvas, etc.)

Musical Composition: respond to the following
Circle one: Traditional instrumentation Synthesizer
Who performed your composition for your recording?

Was a computer used? If so, name the software anivare.

Are lyrics included? If so, how do your lyrics colement your composition?

Fold her:
Student’s First name Middle name Last name
Address 1 Address 2
City State ZIP
Phone  ( ) E-mail address

National PTA includes the state, district, counailJocal PTA/PTSA organization or unit. | granatddnal PTA permission to use
my works for commercial or noncommercial use, idatig but not limited to public presentation of therk and reproduction of the
work in print, electronic, and multimedia formatspromote the Reflections Program. National PTA/ g@ntinue to use my work as
long as it has access to a copy or to a slideioN&tPTA is not responsible for lost or damagedkso Entries may not be returned.
| understand that | must participate in the Reitexst Program through a PTA/PTSA in good standingtfirm that this is my own
original work. | understand that the submission of my entry into he Reflections Program constitutes agreement witthe

above conditions.

Signature of student Signature of parent/lggalrdianinecessary if child is under 18 years)
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL PTA Circle one: PTA PTSA

Local chair first name Local chair last name Phone ( )

E-mail PTA/PTSA name

PTA address City ZIP

Local Eight Digit National PTAID 00

LOCAL PTA DEADLINE DATE:

Local PTA Good Standing Status | Membership dues date paid | Insurance paid date Bylaws approval date
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2005-2006 MARYLAND PTA REFLECTION PROGRAM

CHOREOGRAPHY/DANCE RULES
Theme: “I wonder why..”

Students must adhere to Beneral Student Participation Rulesand the followingdance Rules

DESCRIPTION

Students submit originally choreographed dance
composition works recorded on VHS video tape,
DVD diskette, or mpeg format on CD-ROM (the
latter two are preferred). The choreography must be
the work of one student and must demonstrate
creativity and clarity of theme. There may be more
than one dancer, however, the presentation must be
limited to five dancers. The choreographer may
also be the performer or one of the performers.
Costumes are not necessary. However, if costumes
are used, the costumes must also be conceptually
created by the choreographer. (This is NOT the
time for mom and dad to bring out the sewing
machine and create costumes.)

PRESENTATION
All age divisions must submit a videotape of their
choreography/performance.

The quality of the performance is not a criterion
except insofar as it affects the judge’s ability to
evaluate the quality of choreographed work.
However, the quality of the creativity that is
appropriate and fits the level of technique and the
extent to which the work follows the theme will be
taken into consideration.

Length: The entry may not exceed five minutes.

Recording requirements

For videotape, it is recommended that new, high-
guality VHS videotapes be used, and that the image
start after 10 seconds of black.

All media must be identified with the student’s

name, grade division, address, PTA (school) and the
entry’s title.

Place the entry, with the script if desired, in a large
envelope. The Official Entry Form must be secured
to the outside of the envelope.

Dance EntrieVI LL NOT BE RETURNED .
Keep a copy of the video for your files.

PERFORMANCE

Note: Maryland State Outstanding
Interpretation and/or Award of
Excellence Winners may be invited to
perform at the Maryland State
Reflections Reception.

OPTIONAL

If the choreography was performed by an individual
or dancers other than yourself, please answer the
following questions:

Who performed the choreography?

What inspired you to produce this
choreography/performance?

How did the theme inspire your work?
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2005-2005 Maryland PTA Reflections Program

FILM/VIDEO RULES
Theme: “I wonder why...”

Students must adhere to the General Student Participation Rules in additieridllowing Film/Video Rules:

DESCRIPTION

Students may submit original creations in
film/video productions with or without sound. The
works may be works of fiction or nonfiction to the
current Reflections theme. The student must be the
director, screenwriter and cameraman. If using a
computer the student must do all the work. If

PRESENTATION

All age divisions must submit a videotape, DVD,
VHS, or computer disk of their original
performance. Power Point presentations are not
acceptable. If film equipment is used, the film must
be transferred to videotape, DVD, VHS, or

he/she chooses appear in the production, a camera computer disk for presentation.

on a tripod may be used. All storyboarding, editing,
etc. must be done by the student.

Animation

Animation may be drawn, images made from a
collection of objects, clay torn paper, etc., or
computer generated.

Narrative

A story told by film/video or computer generated.
This is not the same as a storyteller narrating an
original story, but a story through the images
created.

Documentary

Nonfiction narration using documentation, i.e.,
eradication of hunger using narration, facts, and
images.

Experimental
Exploration in movement, light, and montage.

Music
This applies if ONLY the music is the intent. This
is not be confused with dance, mime, etc.

Media Presentation on computer or web pages
These must be completely original and the student
must do all the work. Copyright laws must be
followed. Software should be used only to enhance
the work of the student. The intent is to use this as a
way to present the students work.

LENGTH
Length of entry may not exceed five minutes.
Entries over five minutes will not be judged.

VIDEOTAPE, DVD, COMPUTER DISK

These cannot exceed five minutes. For videotape, it
is recommended that NEW high-quality VHS
videotapes be used, and that the image start after 10
seconds of black. All entries must be identified

with the student’s name, grade division, address,
PTA and the entry’s title. The entry should be
packaged in a plastic or cardboard container (also
identified with student’s name, grade division,
address, PTA and the entry’s title) and placed in a
large manila envelope. Tl@fficial Entry Form

must be secured to the outside of the envelope. ltis
recommended that it be placed in a plastic page
protector and securely taped on.

OPTIONAL

On an attached sheet of paper, describe what
inspired you to create and produce this work. How
did the medium of film/video support your idea?
Describe some of the technical aspects of your
work. How did the theme inspire your work?

This is not a National PTA category and recognition will only be given at the sttell
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2005-2006 NATIONAL PTA REFLECTIONS PROGRAM

LITERATURE RULES
Theme: | wonder why...

Please copy and distribute this information to all participants. Stdents must adhere to the general rules as well as

the following Literature Rules.

DESCRIPTION

Literature entries may be works of fiction or natifin. Prose, poetry,
and drama are all accepted.

Whether an entry uses a variety of techniquessimple

approach, it will be judged primarily on how weiktstudent uses

his or her artistic vision to portray the themecHmque is less
important than a well-developed concept.

ORIGINALITY

Each entry must be the original work of one studenonly. An
adult may not alter the creative integrity of adstot’s work.
Because the program is designed to encourage emghiee each
student’s individual creativity, help from an aduoidtcollaboration
with other students is not allowddse of copyrighted material is
prohibited. Literature entrants are not to borrow from
copyrighted material.

Plagiarism is defined as to take and use another persoréside -

writings or inventions as one’s own. Plagiarizetties will be
disqualified and returned to the student.

ENTRY FORM

- lllustrated entries, including “books,” with pices drawn by

the student are acceptable; however, only litecantent is
judged.

- Entries are to reflect grade-appropriate grammamncfuation,

and spelling.

- Format

— Submit entries on any kind of paper, not to excéed
inches by 11 inches in size.

— Submit the original and one copya manila file folder with
the Official Entry Form stapled to the back of the feid

— Do not mount entries.

— Write the student’s name on the back of each paga i
case pages become separated.

Collections of poems or short stories are not aedd@. A
student may submit more than one work, but eachhuurst be
submitted separately.

ASSISTANCE

All participants are required to fill out in its tinety and sign the Dictation and typing

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM . Students who have not completely

filled out the form will not be eligible for the pgram. In
situations where a student cannot fill out theyefdrm or write
legibly, a parent may sign her or his child’s name.

Students have the option of placing the title efithvork on the
OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM and answering a few questions
about how they created the work as indicated byttearea
rules MAKE AND KEEP A COPY OF ENTRY! ENTRIES
ARE NOT RETURNED.

JUDGING

All national entries are judged on artistic merigativity, and
interpretation of the theme.

PRESENTATION
- Entries mushot exceed 2,000 words.
- One original and THREE copies are to be submitted.

- Entries can be handwritten or typed, either orpawyriter, or
with a computer.

- Number all pages.

Students may have their entries typed by anothsiopeas
long as the original work or a copy of the origimalrk is
attached.

Students who are physically challenged or students
kindergarten or 1st grade may dictate to anothesgpewho
may type or write down the original work.

Transcribers should make every attempt to retain tle
same level of language and accuracy that is reflext in the
student’s original entry.

Translation

- Students for whom English is not their first langeanay

submit a literature entry in their own language.idterpretive
translation must accompany the entry.

- Translators should make every attempt to retain thesame

level of language and accuracy that is reflected ithe
student’s original entry.

OPTIONAL ARTIST STATEMENT

On theOfficial Entry Form, describe what inspired youdtm
this work
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2005-2006 NATIONAL PTA REFLECTIONS PROGRAM
MUSICAL COMPOSITION RULES

Theme: | wonder why...
Please copy and distribute this information to alparticipants. Students must adhere to the generalules as well as the

following Musical Composition Rules.

DESCRIPTION

A musical composition entry may be for voice, ingtents, or a
combination of voice and instruments. Lyrics mayray not be
included in vocal compositions. The compositionads to exceed five
minutes.

The entry can incorporate such techniques as MéQuisncer software
or synthesized performance. It must be playedahtime and prepared
by hand or on computer paper appropriate for inséntation and
voicing. The entry may not include imported MIDIather source files,
or use algorithmic composition software.

Whether an entry uses a variety of techniquessimale approach, it
will be judged primarily on how well the studenesshis or her artistic
vision to portray the theme. Technique is less irgt than a well-
developed concept.

ORIGINALITY

Each entry must be the original work of one studenonly. An adult may
not alter the creative integrity of a student’s kv@ecause the program is
designed to encourage and recognize each studwefivislual creativity,
help from an adult or collaboration with other snts is not allowedJse
of copyrighted material is prohibited. Musical compsition entrants
are not to borrow from copyrighted material.

Plagiarism is defined as to take and use another persorés ide
writings or inventions as one’s own. Plagiarizetties will be
disqualified and returned to the student.

ENTRY FORM

All participants are required to fill out in its ety and sign the
OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM . Students who have not completely filled
out the form will not be eligible for the prograim.situations where a
student cannot fill out the entry form or write ilely, a parent may sign
her or his child’'s name. Students have the optfquiaxing the title of
their work on theODFFICIAL ENTRY FORM and answering a few
questions about how they created the work as itetiday the arts area
rules. MAKE AND KEEP A COPY OF ENTRY! ENTRIES
ARE NOT RETURNED.

JUDGING

All national entries are judged on artistic mesigativity, and
interpretation of the theme.

PRESENTATION
- Students must submit musical notation as requiyetthéir age
division.
- —Primary & Intermediate: No notation is requirecbne notation
may be submitted. Iconic notation is “made-up” tiota

- —Middle/Junior & Senior: Notation, including traditial, tablature,
or electronic, is required. The notation shouldthllistener and
serve as a guide through the piece.

- —Adults may not assist. Physically challenged sttgleray dictate
to another person who may write the notation. Tinadity

or accuracy of the notation and performance sugherimusical idea,
but they are not considered judging criteria.

- The entry may not exceed five minutes

- Students are not required to perform their own amsitjpns. A
student’'s composed work may be performed by a group

- Score size
— Entries should be no larger than 11 inches by tHhas.
— Band and orchestra compositions may be 11 inchd$liyches.
— Do not mount or bind the scores.

- Recording requirements

— All age divisions must submit an audiocassette Dré€cording of
the composition.

— Submit audiocassettes or CDs in a plastic or candboontainer,
bothidentified with the student’s name, grade divisistate,
and year.

— Pack the audiocassette or CD with the manuscfipgquired) in a
large envelope.

— Secure the Official Entry Form to the outside af &nvelope with
masking tape.

Recommendations for quality recordings

1. Make the room you record in as quiet as possildEseOvindows
and turn off all noise-making devices in the roesonch as air-
conditioners, fans, telephones, etc. Do not plaee¢cording
device on top of an instrument or speakers.

2. If recording on cassette, uB®lby B Noise Reductiorie reduce
background tape hiss.

w

Don’t record at too loud a level (in the red zometloe meter) or too
soft (meter barely moving).

4. Record a short test and listen to it, while watgtime meter. If
needed, improve recording quality by changing #word volume
or microphone location.

If using tape, rewind to beginning, record 15 selsoof silence, and
then begin performing your composition. Finish watiother 15
seconds of silence. CD submissions may reducecsiltentwo
seconds.

REQUIRED

On the Official Entry Form, please answer the folltg:
- Who performed your composition?
- Was traditional instrumentation or a synthesized®s

- If you used MIDI, what software and hardware didi yse to
compose your work?

- If you included lyrics, how do they work with yooomposition?
OPTIONAL ARTIST STATEMENT

On theOfficial Entry Form, describe what inspired youcteate this
work.
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2005-2006 NATIONAL PTA REFLECTIONS PROGRAM
PHOTOGRAPHY RULES
Theme: | wonder why...

Please copy and distribute this information to all participants. Sidents must adhere to the general rules as well as

the following Photography Rules.

DESCRIPTION

A photographic entry must be an original black-avidte or
color image, or a group of images, produced byaquraphic
process. The entry must relate to the theme.

The entry can incorporate such techniques as meniagtiple
exposure, negative sandwiches, and photograms ebrmagy be
manipulated conventionally or digitally. Images skib
demonstrate the student’s proper use of photograpbhniques
such as depth of field and exposure. They can lemsing
various lenses, filters, and light sources. Phaplgs with added
graphics over the image, including lettering, aseatceptable.

Whether an entry uses a variety of techniquessimple

approach, it will be judged primarily on how weiktstudent uses

his or her artistic vision to portray the themewall-developed
concept is more important than technique.

ORIGINALITY

Each entry must be the original work of one studenonly. An
adult may not alter the creative integrity of adstut’'s work.
Because the program is designed to encourage emghiee each
student’s individual creativity, help from an aduoidtcollaboration
with other students is not allowddse of copyrighted material is
prohibited. This includes the use of copyrighted a@oon
characters or other such material in visual arts omphotography
entries.

Plagiarism is defined as to take and use another persoréside

writings or inventions] as one’s own. Plagiarizedries will be
disqualified and returned to the student.

ENTRY FORM

All participants are required to fill out in its ety and sign the

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM . Students who have not completel

filled out the form will not be eligible for the pgram. In
situations where a student cannot fill out theyefdrm or write
legibly, a parent may sign her/his child’'s name.

Y

Students have the option of placing the title efithvork on the
OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM and answering a few questions
about how they created the work as indicated byttearea
rules

RETURN OF ARTWORK

Please contact your state PTA for the artwork repalicy. If
your entry receives a national-level award, yougioal artwork
will be used to prepare the Reflections Progranualrexhibit
Following the completion of the website, the NaibRTA will
make every effort to return your artwork by ear08. National
PTA does not return music and literature entries.

JUDGING

All national entries are judged on artistic mecigativity, and
interpretation of the theme.

PRESENTATION
Print the entries on paper or other two-dimensiomaterial.

Mount all prints on a cardboard mat, poster boardome
other sturdy material.

Shrink-wrap or transparent plastic covering optidna
highly recommended.

Framed entries, original film (negatives or tramspaies),
and multi-dimensional pieces are not accepted.

Place Official Entry Form in a sheet protector sk (with
masking tape) to the back of the photograph orofdpe
shrink-wrap.

A single print or collage may not exceed 11 inde44
inches including a mat.

REQUIRED

On the Official Entry Form, describe the processdus
preparing the piece.

OPTIONAL ARTIST STATEMENT

On theOfficial Entry Form, describe what inspired youcteate
this work
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2005—-2006 NATIONAL PTA REFLECTIONS PROGRAM
VISUAL ARTS RULES
Theme: | wonder why...

Please copy and distribute this information to all participants. Sidents must adhere to the general rules as well as

the following Visual Arts Rules.

DESCRIPTION

Following the completion of the website, NationalAwill

make every effort to return your artwork by earf08. National

A visual arts entry must be an original print, diragy painting,
collage, photographic collage, metal etching orghuwork, fiber
work, or computer generated art that relates tdhbame.

PTA does not return music and literature entries.

JUDGING

Whether an entry uses a variety of techniquessimple

All national entries are judged on artistic meeigativity, and

approach, it will be judged primarily on how welketstudent usesinterpretation of the theme.

his or her artistic vision to portray the themecHmque is less
important than a well-developed concept.

PRESENTATION

ORIGINALITY

Each entry must be the original work of one studenonly. An
adult may not alter the creative integrity of adstot’s work.
Because the program is designed to encourage emghiee each
student’s individual creativity, help from an aduoidtcollaboration
with other students is not allowddse of copyrighted material is
prohibited. This includes the use of copyrighted a@oon
characters or other such material in visual arts omphotography
entries.

Plagiarism is defined as to take and use another persoreside
writings or inventions as one’s own. Plagiarizetties will be
disqualified and returned to the student.

ENTRY FORM

All participants are required to fill out in its ety and sign the
OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM . Students who have not completely
filled out the form will not be eligible for the pgram. In
situations where a student cannot fill out theyefdrm or write
legibly, a parent may sign her or his child’s name.

Students have the option of placing the title fitivork on the
OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM and answering a few questions
about how they created the work as indicated byttearea
rules

RETURN OF ARTWORK

All art must be flat and not exceed more than ail3¢8
thickness. This includes all two-dimensional matisrand
images including small, flat items, such as strfagyic, and
screening that have maximum surface contact wiHahe
of the image. Nothing three-dimensional may exteffithe
surface of a work, including noodles, beans, beads,
and boxes.

No art may exceed 24 inches by 30 inches, includinat.

Entries may be submitted on paper, canvas boardbaeard,
hot or cold pressboard, or canvas (not to exce&a8h
thickness).

Mount all paper or canvas entries on sturdy caroboats,
but not in wooden, metal, plastic, or glass frames.

Shrink-wrapping is optional but highly recommended.

Lamination is discouraged because it can permanentl
damage the surface of the artwork.

Place Official Entry Form in a sheet protector saque
(with masking tape) to the back of the artwork om of the
shrink-wrap.

WORKS NOT ACCEPTED

Sculpture, ceramics, jewelry, and other three-dsicaral
artwork.

Reproductions and enlargements of other artwork.

OPTIONAL ARTIST STATEMENT

Please contact your state PTA for the artwork repalicy. If
your entry receives a national-level award, yougioal artwork
will be used to prepare the Reflections Prograrualrexhibit

On theOfficial Entry Form, describe what inspired youcteate
this work
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NATIONAL PTA Reflections Program

National Awards & Recognition
2005-2006

National Awards
In each arts area, National PTA gives out 12 Awards of Excellehcee for each grade division. Up
to five Awards of Merit may be chosen in each arts area and grade division.

Award of Excellence recipients receive a $200 cash award and a silverf&ftections medallion.
Award of Merit recipients receive a silver-plated Reflections miedallAdditional sponsor gifts may
be given.

Outstanding Interpretation Award Recipients
Four Outstanding Interpretation Awardene from each arts area—are chosen from amgng
all of theAward of Excellence recipients. These four Outstanding Interpretation Awards
recognize the most creative interpretation of the theme in each of the asisragardless
of grade division.

The four Outstanding Interpretation Award recipients receive the following:
An expense-paid trip for themselves and one adult to the National PTA Conventipn in
Phoenix, Arizona, June 24-26, 2006.

A $750 arts education award from National PTA
One gold-plated Reflections medallion
Additional sponsor-related awards

Notification to students
All students whose entries reach the national level of judging will reediter of congratulations
from National PTA in June 2006, regardless of whether their work receives an award.
Recipients of the Award of Excellence and the Award of Merit will be notifiegriting May 2006.
Outstanding Interpretation Award recipients and their state arts chkibe wotified by telephone
in April 2006.

Return of artwork
National entry award artwork will be featured in the Reflections Progmduoalvexhibit and gallery
video.
Following the completion of the website and video, National PTA will make evieny & return
the artwork in early 2006. National PTA does not return music or literaturesentrie

Contact your state PTA for its artwork return policy.
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2005—-2006.ocAL AND COUNCIL PTA
INFORMATION : FAQS& THE JUDGING PROCESS

National PTA receives many inquiries about eligibility,
specific arts areas, student information protection, and the
judging process. The following information addresses these
concerns.

Frequently Asked Questions
PARTICIPATION
Who is eligible to participate? Participation in the
Reflections Program is open to any student through a local
PTA/PTSA in good standing. It is the responsibility of the
local unit to determine each student’s eligibility in the
Reflections Program.

May students participate through a local PTA not
affiliated with their school? State PTAs may adopt
policies regarding this situation. National PTA requires
only that national entries come from local PTAs in good
standing.

May students no longer attending a PTA school still
enter the Reflections Program through their former
school? State PTAs establish their own policies
regarding this situation. Some states restrict this
practice so it is important to contact the state PTA
about its participation policy.

May home schooled students participate in the
Reflections ProgramState PTAs may adopt policies
regarding this situation. National PTA requires only
that national participants come from local PTAs in
good standing.

Under what division should developmentally challenged
students participate? National PTA believes that each
child with a disability should be provided a free and
appropriate public education. Therefore, the Reflections
Program at the national level does not have a special
division for students with disabilities. National PTA
believes it is the right of parents to place their child in the
Reflections Program grade division that best reflects the
child’s developmental age. However, guidelines for state
and local Reflections Programs vary. Check with your state
PTA to determine its guidelines.

May developmentally or physically challenged students
receive help from a parent or teacher?Rules or policies
regarding developmentally or physically challenged
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students are left up to the discretion of each state
chair and may be handled on a case-by-case basis.

USE OF COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL

May students use copyrighted material as
a source for their artwork? Use of
copyrighted material is not acceptable in
visual arts collages. Photo renderings must
be from uncopyrighted material.

LITERATURE

May a student use unacceptable language in an
entry? The Reflections Program makes no
restriction on content or subject in the literature
area. Students who are submitting entries created
in a school setting should be mindful of school
and/or local or state PTA standards for writing.
Judges should be reminded that entries are to be
reviewed for creativity, artistic merit, and
interpretation of the theme.

MusiCAL COMPOSITION

Why is there a concern about the length of

tape? All of the award-winning musical
composition entry audiocassettes are re-mastered
for the Reflections Program virtual exhibit. Sixty-
minute or less high bias tapes provide the best
sound for making a master of all of the recordings.

Where can one find 60-minute tapes if the local
store only carries longer high bias tapes or they
don’t carry high bias tapes at all?

Check the Internet using a search engine and
enter the key words “high bias audiocassettes”
for tapes listed by manufacturer.

Most RadioShack, Wal-Mart, Kmart, and
electronics stores carry 60-minute high bias
tapes. If they don’'t have them in stock, ask the
store to order them.

Please remember that the type of audiocassette
used for recording the entry does not affect
consideration of a musical composition entry.

Can a student use notation software for creating
musical composition scores?A student may use
composition software. Imported MIDI files or files
from other sources are not acceptable.

PHOTOGRAPHY AND VISUAL ARTS

Can a student submit photos or visual arts

pieces generated on a computer®ational PTA
includes photos and visual arts pieces generated on
a computer.



STUDENT INFORMATION PROTECTION

How does a PTA protect student information on

artwork? When artwork is on display, label the back of

the piece only with the student’s name, school, and town.
Do not have the Official Entry Form attached to the back
of the artwork in a display setting. No one outside of PTA
should have access to student information. Develop a
system to easily match and reattach Official Entry Forms to
artwork for returning to the artist or sending on to the next
judging level.

JUDGING PROCESS
Finding Judges You may already have a judging system
in place that works well for your program. However, if
you are having difficulty recruiting qualified judges, here
are some ideas of others to invite to participate:
- Art, literature, and music educators;
college/university professors
Teachers from other schools participating in the
Reflections Program
Art museum directors, docents, curators, or
historians
Professional photographers, local artisans
Local symphony orchestra or choral directors,
musicians, conductors, composers
Newspaper journalists, editors, photographers
Arts advocacy organization president or director

Inviting professionals in the arts or influential community
leaders to participate in Reflections Program judging
increases the exposure of the PTA, its work, and the
wonderful benefits students derive from participating in the
arts.

If a judge knows a student participant, the judge should
remove him/herself from the judging process for that
particular arts area to prevent a conflict of interest.
Teachers from the host school serving as judges would also
have a conflict of interest, so it is better to invite teachers
from another school that also offers the Reflections
Program.

Remember to recognize judges in promotions and thank
them for their participation. Some PTAs provide each
judge with a small gift or certificate of appreciation.

THE NATIONAL PTA JUDGING

All national entries are judged on artistic merit, creativity,
and interpretation of the theme. A local, council, or district
PTA might want to use a similar process.
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Literature and musical compositions—the

four judges each receive entries from one
grade division to review. The judges select
eight entries for presentation to the full panel.
After the presentation, the judges assign
awards of excellence and awards of merit.
Photography and visual arts—entries are
judged from slides of the original artwork.

The judges view all of the artwork for one
grade division and select the pieces that they
would like to see in a second round of viewing.
In the second round, they pick the top eight
and assign awards of excellence and awards of
merit. A state-level judging system could have
a similar design.

Tie breakers—if two entries are judged as
equal in all areas, the entry that best interprets
the theme receives more recognition.
Outstanding Interpretation selection—all of

the awards of excellence in each arts area are
reviewed together. The one piece that best
interprets the theme is selected as outstanding
interpretation.

BLIND JUDGING
It is important to condudilind judging’ where
judges do not see artists’ nar#ies situations or
settings where judges may know the student or the
work.
Literature entries—distribute photocopies of
only the front side of each literary entry.
However, send theriginal form of each
winning entry on to the next level of judging.
Musical compositions—prepare a master
audiocassette or CD of all of the entries and a
list of the entries using a code for the student’s
name. Include the grade, division, title,
playing time, and optional statement if one is
submitted.
Photography and visual arts—cover the
personal information attached to the artwork.

Beyond the local PTA level, blind judging will
need to occur only if there is a chance that the
judges will recognize a student’s entry. In most
situations, judges at the council, district, and state
PTA levels should be able to use the original
materials for literature and musical composition.



