
    
 Oakland Mills H igh School 
Ap ril 2, 2008 

 
 
 
Dear Class of 2008 Parent, 
 

The end of the school year is a time of extraordinary excitement and anticipation for our 
seniors.  It means prom, class night, graduation, and numerous events shared w ith family and 
fr iends.  In an attempt to anticipate some of the questions that you might have regarding senior 
activities and commencement, I am writing to provide you w ith details on a number of topics. 
 

In January, your chi ld was asked to complete a form for guidance where they wrote 
their name exactly as they want it to appear in the commencement program, and on their 
diploma.  During the month of January, students also began the process of ordering caps and 
gowns. A ll  students w ho plan to participate in graduation must order a cap and gow n.  If your 
student has not yet purchased a cap and gow n for graduation, please direct them to Mr. Smart, 
one of the senior class advisors. 
 

Now , it is time to think about the many details of the few remaining weeks of school.  
The date and ti me f or commencement has been set for Thursday, May 29, 2008 at 8:00 pm .  I t 
wi ll be held at Merriweather Post Pavi lio n.  The location does not change based on weather, so 
please plan to bring appropriate rain gear i f necessary. Graduating seniors must arrive at 
Merriweather Post Pavi lion by 7:30 pm, dressed in their caps and gow ns.  Students must 
immediately meet in the assigned area so that row  advisors can take attendance and l ine the 
graduates accordingly 
 
 On Thursday, March 27th, students attended a senior assembly and received information 
regarding senior activit ies, student obligations, and graduation.  Each student received a senior 
brochure that outl ines important dates and events, as well as permission sl ips for Class Night 
and the Class Picnic.  Please go online to the Oakl and M ills H igh School website to view copies 
of the senior brochure and permission slips.  The permission sl ip for Class Night is due back by 
Ap ril 11; the permission slip for the Class Picnic is due back by May 9. Al l permission slips 
should be turned in to Mr. Smart. 
 

On M onday, April  28th, your chil d w ill  attend a senior  breakfast event.  As always, 
the senior class sponsors, Richard Smart, David Warner, and Michael Laudwein, are in need of 
your assistance in providing decorations and manpower.  Please contact the class sponsors if 
you are interested in participating.  We w ill  also take the panoramic senior picture of the w hole 
class immediately follow ing the breakfast.  Order forms are distributed prior to this date in 
English classes. 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduation information given out at the senior assembly is as much for you as it is for 
your child.  Please be aware of the follow ing: 

 
¥ The week of  May 19-23 i s a designated for High School Assessments, Senior 

Final Exams, and Graduatio n Rehearsals.  This is a f ull  week of  school,  and 
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students are requir ed to attend every day, f rom 7:25am Ð 2:10pm.  Enclosed, you 
wi ll f in d a schedule for activ itie s the week  of  M ay 19-23. 

o You child must attend all  graduation rehearsals in order to participate in 
commencement.  Absences from graduation rehearsals must be arranged 
and pre-approved by Dr. Bama and M s. Palumbo.  If they do not w ith to 
participate in commencement, they must bring a letter of parent 
permission to M r. Eastham by May 15th. 

¥ Caps and gowns are required for the Aw ards Assembly and the Graduation 
ceremony.  Students should have ordered these in January. 

¥ Al l  Howard County School System policies are in effect for graduation.   
¥ All  students w ill  receive  10 graduation tic kets.  If you require extra tickets, your 

chi ld should retrieve a form from Ms. Palumbo, and submit it by Thursday, May 
15th.  The form is also available online at http:/ / w ww.oaklandmil lshigh.com. 

o If your chi ld has an outstanding student obligation, they w ill  not receive 
their graduation tickets.  Tickets are distributed follow ing the Aw ards 
Assembly. 

¥ If someone in your family requires handi capped parking or seati ng, your child 
should retrieve a Handicapped Parki ng Pass Request form from Ms. Palumbo, 
and submit it by Thursday, May 15th.  The form is also avai lable online at 
http:/ / w ww.oaklandmillshigh.com. 

o Please be advised that handicapped parki ng is not simply for those w ho 
are disabled.  Merriweather sits on a steep hill , and if there are relatives 
that you would like to drop off in the handicapped parking area, you may 
do so upon completing the form. 

o You must possess a legal hanging tag or handicapped plate to uti lize 
handicapped parking. 

o Submission of this request results in the addition of your childÕs name to a 
list that w il l be used for admission to the handicapped parki ng area and 
seating area.  You w ill  not receive anything to bring w ith you to 
graduation. 

¥ If someone in your family requires a sign language i nterpreter, please alert Ms. 
Palumbo by Friday, May 2nd.   

¥ You child should arr ive at Merriweather at 7:30 pm on May 29th. 
 

Another event of  note is Prom.  I t will  be held this year at The Balti more National  
Aquari um on Saturday, May 3rd at 8:00 pm.  The doors w ill  open at 7:00 pm for students to 
tour the aquarium.  The prom (dancing) w il l be fr om 8:00-12:00.  If you are interested in 
worki ng w ith the Aft er-Prom party, please contact the school.  Class Night is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 15th.  Tickets are l imited and sold through the senior class off icers.  Class Night 
is held on the Lady Balti more.  On Fri day, Ma y 23rd, all  seniors are i nvite d to a picnic at Lake 
El khorn.  Tickets w ill  be sold through the senior class.  The Senior  Awards Assembly  wi ll take 
place on Fri day, May 23rd at 8:00 am in the audi tori um.  Your child should arr ive at 7:40 and 
meet in the gym. The event w il l end at 9:30 am, at which time, your chi ld should report to the 
gym to pick up their graduation tickets and student records. 

 
 

 
As the academic year comes to a close, I want to take this opportunity to congratulate 

you on the successfu l accomplishments of your sons and daughters.  As parents, you, more than 
anyone else, can be justif iably proud of them. Al l of us at Oakland Mil ls share your pride, and I 
look forward to celebrating w ith you at Commencement.  Should you have questions that are 
not answered here, please refer to the list of telephone numbers and email addresses below . 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Jessica Palumbo 



Graduation Coordinator 
 
 
Oakland Mi l l s High School  -   410-313-6945 
 
Quest ions about  Graduat ion, Addi t ional  Ticket  Requests, and Handicapped Access at  Merriweather: 
Jessica Palumbo 
Jessica_Palumbo@hcpss.org 
 
Quest ions about  the Awards Assembly or your chi ldÕs records: 
Guidance department -   410-313-6950 
 
Quest ions about  Cap and Gown ordering, Senior Breakfast  and Picture, Class Night , and Senior Picni c:  
Senior Class Sponsors -  
Richard Smart: Richard_smart@hcpss.org 
David Warner:  David_warner@hcpss.org 
Michael Laudwein: M ichael_Laudwein@hcpss.org 
 
Senior Obl igat ions Ð Annette Cometa Ð 410-313-6945 or annette_cometa@hcpss.org 
 
Senior Admi nist rator Ð Dr. M athias Bama Ð 410-313-6945 or mathias_bama@hcpss.org 
 
 



 

Monday 
5/ 19 

   Tuesday  
    5/ 20 

Wednesday 
5/ 21 

Thur sday 5/ 22 
Fr iday 
5/ 23 

Government  
HSA 

7:25 Ð 10:45 
HSA 

English 10 
HSA 

7:25 Ð 10:45 
HSA 

 

Biology 
HSA 

7:25-10:45 
HSA 

Algebra 
HSA 

7:25 Ð 10:45 
HSA 

Senior Awards Assembly 
8:00-9:30 

Regular Day for  
9th, 10th, & 11th 

1 
 

Class 
7:25 Ð 9:05 

3 
 

Class 
7:25 Ð 9:05 

2 
 

Class 
7:25 Ð 9:05 

1     
SENIOR EXAM 

7:25 Ð 9:05 

1     
Aw ards  

Assembly 
8:00-9:30 

2       
 

Class 
9:10 Ð 10:45 

 

1 
 

Class 
9:10 Ð 10:45 

3      
    SENI OR 
      EXAM 

9:10-10:45 

2      
SENIOR EXAM 
9:10 Ð 10:45 

2  
Aw ards Assembly 

8:00-9:30 

4B      
 

Class 
10:50 Ð 12:20 

 
A Lunch 10:50-11:20 
B Lunch 11:20-11:50 
C Lunch 11:50-12:20 

4A     
Seniors eat  
ÒAÓ lunch 

 
SENI OR EXAM 

 
Class 

10:50 Ð 12:20 
A Lunch 10:50-

11:20 
B Lunch 11:20-

11:50 
C Lunch 11:50-

12:20 

4B 
Seniors eat 
ÒAÓ lunch 

 
SENIOR EXAM 
 

Class 
10:50 Ð 12:20 

A lunch 
10:50-11:20 

B lunch 
11:20-11:50 

C lunch 
11:50-12:20 

 

4A   
   Seniors eat 

ÒAÓ lunch 
 

Graduation 
Rehearsal 

(Auditorium) 
Class 

10:50 Ð 12:20 
A Lunch 10:50-

11:20 
B Lunch 11:20-

11:50 
C Lunch 11:50-

12:20 

3 
Awards 

Assembly 
 
 

 
Senior 
Picnic 

10:00-1:45 
Lake Elkhorn 

5      
 

Class 
12:25 Ð 1:15 

5 
SENI OR  
EXAM 

12:25 Ð 1:15 

5  
Graduat ion 
Rehearsal 

(Auditorium) 
12:25 Ð 1:15 

 

5    
Graduation 
Rehearsal 

 
12:25 Ð 1:15 

 

5    
SENIOR PICNIC 

Class 
12:25 Ð 1:15 

 

6 
SENI OR  

EXAM 
Class 

1:20 Ð 2:10 

6 
Graduat ion 
Rehearsal 

(Auditorium) 
1:20Ð2:10 

6    
Graduation 
Rehearsal 

 
1:20 Ð 2:10 

 

6    
Graduation 
Rehearsal 

 
1:20 Ð 2:10 

 

6   
SENIOR PICNIC 

Class 
1:20 Ð 2:10 

 


