Oakland Mills High School
ARLil 2.2005
9410Kilimanjaro Road Columbia, Maryland 21045(410)313-6945

Dear Class of 2008 Parent,

The end of the school year isatime of extraordinary excitement and anticipation for our
seniors. It means prom, class night, graduation, and numerous events shared with family and
friends. In an attempt to anticipate some of the questionsthat you might have regarding senior
activities and commencement, | am writing to provide you with detailson a number of topics.

In January, your child was asked to complete a form for guidance where they wrote
their name exactly as they want it to appear in the commencement program, and on their
diploma. During the month of January, students also began the process of ordering caps and
gowns. All studentswho plan to participate in graduation must order a cap and gown. If your
student has not yet purchased a cap and gown for graduation, please direct them to Mr. Smart,
one of the senior class advisors.

Now, it istimeto think about the many details of the few remaining weeks of school.
The date and time for commencement has been set for Thursday, May 29, 2008 at 8:00 pm . It
will be held at Merriweather Post Pavilion. The location does not change based on weather, so
please plan to bring appropriate rain gear if necessary. Graduating seniors must arrive at
Merriweather Post Pavilion by 7:30 pm, dressed in their caps and gowns. Students must
immediately meet in the assigned area so that row advisors can take attendance and line the
graduates accordingly

On Thursday, March 27", students attended a senior assembly and received information
regarding senior activities, student obligations, and graduation. Each student received a senior
brochure that outlinesimportant dates and events, aswell as permission slipsfor Class Night
and the Class Picnic. Please go online to the Oakland Mills High School website to view copies
of the senior brochure and permission slips. The permission slip for Class Night is due back by
April 11; the permission slip for the Class Picnicis due back by May 9. All permission slips
should beturned in to Mr. Smart.

On Monday, April 28th, your child will attend a senior breakfast event. Asalways,
the senior class sponsors, Richard Smart, David Warner, and Michael Laudwein, arein need of
your assistancein providing decorations and manpower. Please contact the class sponsors if
you areinterested in participating. We will also take the panoramic senior picture of the whole
classimmediately following the breakfast. Order forms are distributed prior to thisdatein
English classes.

Graduation information given out at the senior assembly is as much for you asit isfor
your child. Please be aware of the following:

¥ Theweek of May 19-23 isa designated for High School Assessments, Senior
Final Exams, and Graduation Rehearsas. This is afull week of school, and



students arerequir ed to attend every day, from 7:25am D2:10pm. Enclosed, you
will find a schedule for activ itie s the week of May 19-23.

0 You child must attend all graduation rehearsalsin order to participatein
commencement. Absences from graduation rehearsals must be arranged
and pre-approved by Dr. Bama and Ms. Palumbo. If they do not with to
participate in commencement, they must bring a letter of parent
permission to Mr. Eastham by May 15",

¥ Capsand gownsare required for the Aw ards Assembly and the Graduation
ceremony. Studentsshould have ordered these in January.

¥ All Howard County School System policies arein effect for graduation.

¥ All studentswill receive 10 graduation tickets. If you require extratickets, your
child should retrieve a form from Ms. Palumbo, and submit it by Thursday, May
15", Theform isalso available online at http:/ / www.oaklandmillshigh.com.

o If your child hasan outstanding student obligation, they will not receive
their graduation tickets. Tickets are distributed following the Aw ards
Assembly.

¥ If someonein your family requires handicapped parking or seati ng, your child
should retrieve a Handicapped Parking Pass Request form from Ms. Palumbo,
and submit it by Thursday, May 15". The form is also available online at
http:/ / www.oaklandmillshigh.com.

0 Please be advised that handicapped parking is not simply for those who
aredisabled. Merriweather sitson a steep hill, and if there arerelatives
that you would like to drop off in the handicapped parking area, you may
do so upon completing the form.

0 You must possess alegal hanging tag or handicapped plateto utilize
handicapped parking.

0 Submission of this request resultsin the addition of your child@ nameto a
list that will be used for admission to the handicapped parking area and
seating area. You will not receive anything to bring with you to
graduation.

¥ If someonein your family requiresasign language interpreter, please alert Ms.
Palumbo by Friday, May 2.
¥ You child should arrive at Merriweather at 7:30 pm on May 29",

Another event of note is Prom. It will be held this year at The Balti more National
Aquarium on Saturday, May 3rd at 8:00 pm. The doorswill open at 7:00 pm for studentsto
tour the aquarium. The prom (dancing) will be from 8:00-12:00. If you areinterested in
working with the Aft er-Prom party, please contact the school. Class Night is scheduled for
Thursday, May 15". Tickets are limited and sold through the senior class officers. Class Night
isheld on the Lady Baltimore. On Friday, May 23, all seniorsare invited to a picnic at Lake
Elkhorn. Ticketswill be sold through the senior class. The Senior Awards Assembly will take
placeon Friday, May 23rd at 8:00 am in the auditorium. Your child should arrive at 7:40 and
meet in the gym. The event will end at 9:30 am, at which time, your child should report to the
gym to pick up their graduation tickets and student records.

As the academic year comesto a close, | want to take this opportunity to congratulate
you on the successful accomplishments of your sons and daughters. As parents, you, morethan
anyone else, can be justifiably proud of them. All of usat Oakland Mills share your pride, and |
look forward to celebrating with you at Commencement. Should you have questionsthat are
not answered here, please refer to the list of telephone numbers and email addresses below.

Regards,

Jessica Palumbo



Graduation Coordinator

Oakland Mills High School - 410-313-6945

Questions about Graduation, Additional Ticket Requests, and Handicapped Access at Merriweather:
Jessica Palumbo
Jessica_Palumbo@hcpss.org

Questions about the Awards Assembly or your child@® records:
Guidance department - 410-313-6950

Questions about Cap and Gown ordering, Senior Breakfast and Picture, Class Night, and Senior Picnic:
Senior Class Sponsors -

Richard Smart: Richard_smart@hcpss.org

David Warner: David warner@hcpss.org

Michadl Laudwein: Michadl Laudwein@hcpss.org

Senior Obligations BDAnnette Cometa D410-313-6945 or annette cometa@hcpss.org

Senior Administrator BDDr. M athias BamaD410-313-6945 or mathias bama@hcpss.org




Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday
5/19 5/20 5/21 Thursday 5/22 5/23
Government English 10 Biology Algebra Senior Awards Assembly
HSA HSA HSA HSA 8:00-9:30
7:25 D 10:45 7:25 D 10:45 7:25-10:45 7:25 D 10:45 Regular Day for
HSA HSA HSA HSA 9", 10", & 11"
1 3 2 1
SENIOR EXAM Awards
Class Class Class 7:25D9:05 Assembly
7:25 B 9:05 7:25 B 9:05 7:25 B 9:05 8:00-9:30
2 1 3 2
SENI OR SENIOR EXAM Awards Assembly
Class Class EXAM 9:10 ©10:45 8:00-9:30
9:10 ©10:45 9:10 ©10:45 9:10-10:45
4B 4A 4B 4A
Seniors eat Seniors eat Seniors eat Awards
Class @Olunch @Olunch @Olunch Assembly
10:50 B 12:20
SENIOR EXAM | SENIOR EXAM Graduation
A Lunch 10:50-11:20 Rehear sal
B Lunch 11:20-11:50 Class Class (Auditorium) Senior
C Lunch 11:50-12:20 10:50 B 12:20 10:50BD12:20 Class T
A Lunch 10:50- Alunch 10:50 P 12:20 Picnic
11:20 10:50-11:20 | A Lunch 10:50- 10:00-1:45
B Lunch 11:20- B lunch 11:20 LakeElkhorn
11:50 11:20-11:50 B Lunch 11:20-
C Lunch 11:50- Clunch 11:50
12:20 11:50-12:20 C Lunch 11:50-
12:20
5 5 5 5
SENIOR Graduation Graduation SENIOR PICNIC
Class EXAM Rehearsal Rehear sal Class
12:25BD1:15 12:25BD1:15 (Auditorium) 12:25BD1:15
12:25BD1:15 12:25BP1:15
6 6 6 6
SENI OR Graduation Graduation Graduation SENIOR PICNIC
EXAM Rehearsal Rehear sal Rehear sal Class
Class (Auditorium) 1:20B2:10
1:20 B 2:10 1:2002:10 1:20 B 2:10 1:20B2:10




