SPRING

Class Rank and GPA

Class rank and Grade Point Average (GPA) are figured each year following grades 9, 10,
and 11 using the end of the year averages.
* One third of the grades that go into the rank and GPA that colleges will use in the
admissions process is already on your transcript from last year.
Weighted rank and GPA are used only in the college application or scholarship process,
not for Honor Roll or NHS, and are available at the end Bfgtade ONLY.
*  Finish this year with a strong academic standing.

*

*

Next year’s PSAT scores will be used for eligibility for both Maryland
Distinguished Scholars and the National Merit and National Achievement Scholarship Programs.
This summer would be a good time to read everything you can get your hands on and to take a
PSAT/SAT preparation course to equip yourself to do well next October. Prep opportunities are
available from online practice for free to HCC and other commercial classes or private tutoring.

SAT preparation course online

The Howard County Library offers a free SAT preparation course online. Launched a year ago,
LearnATest allows users to prepare for the SAT, covering all parts of the SAT: math, critical reading,
and essay writing. Participants must provide a personal user name and password each time they log on,
so the system can keep track of scores and progress. LearnATest times and evaluates each test
taken, and offers suggestions for future improvement. LearnATest can be accessed both in the library
and remotely with a Howard County Library card. Go to www.hclibrary.org and click on Research
Databases. Next, click on Tutorials, Courses and Tests, then LearnATest, and finally, SAT Preparation.

College Visits

It is not too early to make some informal college visits. As you travel around over Spring Break
and this summer, take time to walk or drive through any college campuses on your route.
Notice how you like the size and location and try asking students what they like best about the
school. You want to get an idea of where you can see yourself in a couple of years--at a large
state university in an urban setting, in a small private school somewhere in the mountains of
Pennsylvania, or somewhere in between.
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Promotion Policy

Students need a total of 10 credits to become a Junior. Two of those credits
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SUMMER SCHOOLIL

Summer school brochures with information about course offerings, dates, and tuition will
be distributed in 15t period classes..

Classes may be taken for original credit whether you want to work ahead or have taken
them before. The High School Assessment will be given in those courses requiring it.

Classes may be taken for review credit only if the student has passed at least two
quarters of the class during the regular school year and has not been absent more than nine

days.

SUMMER PROGRANMS

Visit the Guidance Resource Center to get information about summer opportunities. You
will find job info as well as brochures describing courses, camps and seminars sponsored by
different colleges or organizations. Deadlines are coming up soon, so don’t delay if you are
looking for a great summer experience.

National Honor Society

If you are thinking about applying for admission to the National Honor Society next year,
remember the criteria:
A 3.4 cumulative GPA
Recent community service activities

CREDIT BY EXAM FOR SOFTWARE APP. |

Go to the website: www.hcpss.org/bcms, click on Credit by Exam; click on Materials Checklist;
click on Exam Review Guide.

The exam will be in June, 2006. Basically it will be Microsoft Office plus some computer
history. The online review document is available now to download (21 pages). The date of
exam and application will be on the website only later this spring.

VOLUNTELR OPPORTUNITES




There are many opportunities for volunteering in your community
during the summer, whether at church, neighborhood activities, Parks
and Rec. events, or the Columbia Festival of the Arts, to name just a
few. Colleges love to see those kinds of activities. They fulfill
your Service Learning graduation requirement, if you still need that,
as well as the service requirement for the National Honor Society and
for several scholarships.

If you or your folks have any questions, stop by Guidance or give us a call at 410-313-6950 during
regular school hours.




