Howard County Parents for School Music

August 31, 2007

Dear Howard County Music Educator,

Welcome back!! I hope your 2007-2008 school year has gotten off to a productive start.  I look forward to working with all of you for the first time this year. I also look forward to meeting more of your music parents as we work together to support you and your music programs.  If there is anything you would like us to help you with, please feel free to attend our meetings or discuss what is on your mind with your representative(s).

Howard County Parents for School Music (HCPSM) is an advocacy group whose purpose is to educate school board members, administrators, and the community on the value and importance of a quality music program for all students. HCPSM recruits parents in each of the Howard County Public Schools to serve as leaders and music advocates in their schools. School representatives meet approximately three times during the year to discuss issues of concern. More meetings may be called if needed. HCPSM also sponsors the Music Educator of the Year Award, organizes events for Music in Our Schools Month (March), monitors school board discussions concerning budget and scheduling issues, and helps to publicize our high standards of music education countywide.

As always, we ask for your assistance in identifying a music parent representative(s) from your school.  If you had no representative last year, please do your best to fill that vacancy. I have also enclosed a brief description of responsibilities. Please ask your volunteer to complete the enclosed form and return it to me.

Thanks for your help and have a wonderful school year.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Davis 

Marilyn Davis

Chairperson, HCPSM

9654 Ashmede Dr

Ellicott City, MD 21042

410-750-2077

jm90davis@verizon.net
What is Howard County Parents for School Music (HCPSM)?

Howard County Parents for School Music (HCPSM) is a grass roots advocacy group that formed in the winter of 1993 in response to a threat to eliminate the position of Music Resource Teacher and possible cuts to the elementary instrumental music program. HCPSM spearheaded an effort by parents, teachers, and citizens to contact school board members to express support for the music resource position and continued staffing of elementary school instrumental music teachers. As a result, positions were saved. Through these efforts, it became apparent that there is a continued need to educate board members, school administrators, and the community on the value and importance of music education and the resources required to offer a quality music education.

What does HCPSM do? 

The primary goal of HCPSM’s activities is to raise awareness among the decision makers and the community as a whole so that our schools’ music programs have the support they need to maintain quality programming. HCPSM recruits parent volunteers in each Howard County Public School to serve as leaders and music advocates ii their schools. School representatives meet three times a year to discuss issues of concern. In addition, HCPSM sponsors the Music Educator of the Year Award, organizes events for Music in Our Schools Month (March), monitors school board discussions concerning budget and scheduling issues, and helps to publicize our high standards of music education countywide.

What do HCPSM representatives do?

HCPSM representatives are advocates for music education in their schools. They are asked to get to know the music teachers and the administration in their schools, become informed about music educations issues in their schools, and make sure their administrators know that they value a music program that includes high quality music performance. Representatives are asked to attend and share their information at meetings three times a year. Meetings are held either at the Board of Education building on Route 108 or the Faulkner Ridge Center in Wilde Lake. We also ask that representatives to “be there” when it is necessary to have a presence at a school board meeting or county council meeting when decisions are being made in relation to music education and resources for music. Our first meeting will be Wednesday, October 3, 2007, at the Faulkner Ridge Center at 10598 Marble Faun Court from 7:30 to 9:00 PM.
To volunteer to represent your school with HCPSM, please complete the following form and return it to (or email):

Marilyn Davis

9654 Ashmede Dr

Ellicott City, MD. 21042

Jm90davis@verizon.net

HOWARD COUNTY PARENTS FOR SCHOOL MUSIC

INFORMATION FORM

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

School________________________________________________________________________

Name_________________________________________________________________________

Home phone___________________________________________________________________

Street Address_________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________

Email________________________________________________________________________

 

Please return the completed form to:

Marilyn Davis

9654 Ashmede Dr

Ellicott City, MD. 21042

Jm90davis@verizon.net

Job Description for School Representatives

BASIC

An HCPSM school representative is an advocate for music education in her/his school. Some ways to be an advocate for music programs in your school will be discussed at HCPSM meetings.

HCPSM representatives are asked to get to know the music teachers and administrators in their school, become informed about music education issues in their school, and let their administrators know that they value a music program that includes high quality instruction in music performance.

Representatives share their ideas and information with other schools by attending the HCPSM meetings that are held three times per year at the Board of Education.

We also ask representatives to “be there” when it is necessary to have a presence at a school board or county council meeting when decisions are made on issues related to music education and resources for music.
OPTIONAL

HCPSM needs volunteers to take responsibility for or to help with writing and mailing the Newsletter, updating the website, Music Educator of the Year Award, and School Board watch. These jobs will be described at the first meeting on October 14th.

Some ways to advocate for music in your school:

1. With the support of the school's music teacher(s), representatives can develop music awareness programs for Music in our Schools Month (March).

2. Organize a chapter of HCPSM in your school for interested parents to discuss and propose solutions to issues in performance music education that may be unique to your school. Meet with your school’s principal to share your concerns and suggestions or your thanks for programs that are well run.

3. Cut out newspaper or magazine articles that document the importance of performance music education to the mental and emotional development of children. Provide copies of these articles to the principal of your school; he/she can use these articles to defend the time allotted to music in your school.

4. Attend School Board and County Council meetings when issues affecting music (e.g., the budget or time for performance music in the curriculum) are being discussed. Give testimony at these meetings in favor of funding performance music education. Such testimony enables our elected representatives to defend allotment of funds and time for music education.

