
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommended Summer Reading ~ Grades Four & Five 
Developed by Howard County Public School Library Media Specialists and Librarians from the Howard County Library 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Historical Fiction 
 
AUTHOR   TITLE 
Creech, Sharon Ruby Holler 
Gutman, Dan Jackie and Me 
Harlow, Joan Hiatt Star in the Storm 
Kimball, K.M. The Star Spangled Secret 
Nolan, Peggy The Spy Who Came in  

from the Sea 
Peck, Richard Fair Weather 
 

Fantasy 
 
AUTHOR  TITLE 

Alexander, Lloyd The Rope Trick 
Byng, Georgia Molly Moon's Incredible 

Book of Hypnotism  
Dahl, Roald The BFG 
DiCamillo, Kate The Tale of Despereaux 
DiTerlizzi, Tony  Spiderwick Chronicles 
Eager, Edward Half Magic 
Philbrick, Rodman REM World 

Humor 
 
AUTHOR   TITLE 
Fine, Anne The True Story of  

Christmas 
Hill, Kirkpatrick The Year of Miss Agnes 
Korman, Gordon No More Dead Dogs 
Wisniewski, David The Secret Knowledge of 

Grown-Ups 

Realistic Fiction 
 
AUTHOR        TITLE 
Blume, Judy Double Fudge 
Clements, Andrew A Week in the  

Woods 
Clements, Andrew The Jacket 
Creech, Sharon Granny Torelli  

Makes Soup 
DiCamillo, Kate Because of Winn- 

Dixie 
Fletcher, Ralph Flying Solo 
Giff, Patricia  Pictures of Hollis  

Woods 
Gutman, Dan The Million Dollar  

Kick 
Hiaasen, Carl Hoot 
Horvath, Polly Everything on a  

Waffle 
Kehret, Peg The Stranger  

Next Door 
Taylor, Theodore The Trouble with  

Tuck 
Wiles, Deborah Love, Ruby  

Lavender 
Willner-Pardo, Gina Figuring Out  

Frances 
Yee, Lisa Millicent Min,  

Girl Genius 
 



 

The titles selected for this 
recommended summer reading list 
were chosen especially for those 
students leaving fourth and fifth 
grade.  Titles included are just a 
sampling of the books you may enjoy 
reading during the summer.  Many of 
the authors on this list have written 
more than one book.  Check out 
some of those titles, too! 

 
Nonfiction 

 
AUTHOR   TITLE 
Artell, Mike Cartooning for Kids 
Coile, D. Caroline How Smart is Your Dog? 
Crespo, Clare The Secret Life of Food 
Davis, Kenneth Don't Know Much About 

American History 
DiSpezio, Michael Simple Optical Illusion 

Experiments with Everyday 
Materials 

Kilby, Janice The Book of Wizard Parties 
Lagasse, Emeril Emeril's There's a Chef  

in My Soup! 
Lewis, Amanda The Jumbo Book of  

Paper Crafts 
Muller, Eric Paul While You're Waiting  

for the Food to Come  
Platt, Richard Spy 
Spinelli, Jerry Knots in My Yo-Yo  

String 
Ward, Karen The Young Chef's  

Mexican  Cookbook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mystery 
 
AUTHOR    TITLE 
Marsh, Carole   The White House  

  Christmas Mystery 
Van Draanen, Wendelin   Sammy Keyes series 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Books in a Series 
 
AUTHOR  TITLE 
Ardagh, Philip Eddie Dickens' Trilogy  
David, Lawrence Horace Splattly  
Ellerbee, Linda Get Real  
Gliori, Debi Pure Dead  
Hale, Bruce Chet Gecko Mysteries 
Korman, Gordon Dive Trilogy 
Korman, Gordon Everest Trilogy 
Korman, Gordon Island Trilogy 
McMullan, Kate Myth-O-Mania  
Naylor, Phyllis  The Boys Start the War  
Nimmo, Jenny Charlie Bone 
Winkler, Henry Hank Zipzer 
 

Short Story 
 

AUTHOR  TITLE 
Paulsen, Gary Shelf Life 
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