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DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 Monday-Wednesday, November 19-21 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 Thursday-Friday, November 22-23 Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

CAREER DAY - Our first Hammond Middle School Career Day will be Wednesday, February 6, and Thursday, February 7, 

2008.  There will be three (40 minute) presentation periods each day, beginning around 8:15 am and ending around 11:50 am.  

If you, or someone you know, can volunteer as a guest speaker please contact LeRay Blanding at leray_blanding@hcpss.org. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HANDOUTS COMING HOME: 

 

PTA NEWS: 

PTA Reflections Program - The National PTA Reflections program promotes students to express their feelings, thoughts, and 

ideas creatively through Dance, Literature, Music, Photography, Visual Arts, and Film/Video.  Over 700,000 students 

participate annually in this cultural arts program.  Last year over 8,000 Maryland students from 230 PTAs participated.  This 

years' theme      "I can make a difference by......" promises to challenge and excite our students.  Please have your child 

participate in this wonderful program.  Additional information as well as entry forms can be found at www.mdpta.org or 

www.pta.org/ap_programs.html.  Applications from students at Hammond Middle School are due to the office by December 7, 

2007.  The HMS PTA coordinator is Kidest Albaari at Kalbaari@yahoo.com if you have any additional information. 

 

 
PRINTER CARTRIDGE RECYCLING - Help support Hammond Middle School PTA activities by recycling your used 

printer cartridges.  All you have to do is place your used printer cartridges (inkjet or laser) in the marked bin in the front lobby; 

we’ll take care of the rest! 

  

Bring them from home, bring them from work; we can recycle most major name brands (HP, Dell, Lexmark, etc.), but not 

generics (like Staples brand) or remanufactured cartridges.  If you have the original packaging, that helps protect the delicate 

parts, but we’ll gladly take loose cartridges as well.  It’s good for HMS and good for the environment! 

  

 
HOWARD COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY offers FREE live on-line homework help. Check it out at 

http://www.howa.lib.md.us/  The service is available seven days a week from 2 p.m. through 1:00 a.m. Eastern time. Students 

in 4th-12th grades, as well as college freshmen, can use the service as often as they wish and receive help in math, science, 

social studies and English. A Howard County Public Library card is necessary to access this free service. 

ATTENDANCE REMINDERS:   

1. IF your child is late to school, they must have a note (or parent/guardian sign them in). 

2. IF your child needs to have an early dismissal, they must have a note handed in to Mrs. Goins, Guidance 

immediately upon their morning arrival to school. A parent/guardian must still sign them out in the front office at 

the appropriate time showing identification. 

3. WHEN your child is absent, please call our attendance line at 410-880-5836 and leave a brief message for that day.  

UPON the child’s return to school, a note must be turned in to Mrs. Goins, Guidance within two days of the absence 

or the student will be marked truant.  



Please call Mrs. Goins at 410-880-5834 if you have any questions. 

 

BUS VIDEO SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT - The Pupil Transportation Office has the capability of using video cameras 
on buses servicing each school. 

! A bus video surveillance system may be in operation to help monitor student behavior on Howard County Public 
School buses.  Bus safety is a top priority and bus drivers may not be able to watch the road and closely monitor 
students at the same time. 

! The surveillance system can be helpful in monitoring student behavior and permit the bus driver to concentrate on safe 
driving. 

 
Please help our bus drivers continue to transport our students to and from school safely.  Please do not park in the bus parking 
area when dropping off or picking up your child from school.  It is very dangerous for your child and makes it diff icult for the 
buses to park in the designated places.  Please review all the bus rules: 

! Follow directions from the bus driver the f irst time they are given. 
! Stay in your seat at all times until you come to your designated stop (especially while the bus is in motion.) 
! Keep all parts of your body inside the bus. 
! Keep hands, feet, legs, arms, personal property, and voice to yourself. 
! No eating, smoking, drinking, or vulgar language at any time on the bus. 

 

CELL PHONES Ð Please remind your children that Hammond Middle School is a cell phone free building.  Cell phones may 
be brought into the building but have to remain off during the school day.  We also request that parents not use cell phones in 
the building.  Your cooperation is appreciated. 
 
eSchoolnewsletter – is an excellent way to stay up to date with school system news.  Hammond Middle will send notices 
regarding last minute announcements and reminders for upcoming events.  The Public Information Office of HCPSS also sends 
notices of county-wide interest and emergency notices.  You may sign up for eSchoolnewsletter at 
www.eschoolnewsletter.com.  eSchoolnewsletter is free of charge for all HCPSS families. 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR – The last school day is scheduled for Thursday, June 12, 2008.  The six days following the last day 
are designated as inclement weather makeup days.  If we have more than one unscheduled school closing day next year, the 
school year will extend into the week of June 16.  This is mentioned now as a cautionary note.  I t is suggested that families not 
make plans on any day designated as a makeup day.  Over the past 20 years, we have averaged 3.5 inclement weather closing 
days per year, so the odds are quite good that weÕll be using at least some of those days.  To check the school calendar visit 
www.hcpss.org/files/calendar_approved0708.pdf. 
 
 


