
HAMMOND HEADLINES 
March 3, 2008 

Kerry Ann McGowan, Principal  Main Office - 410-880-5830 
Samuel W. Davis, Assistant Principal  Attendance Line - 410-880-5836 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 Thursday, March 13  3 – 6 pm Cookie Fundraiser Pickup 
 March 17 – 24 Spring Break 
 
 
COOKIE FUNDRAISER Ð Thank you for your support of the Otis Spunkmeyer Cookie Fundraiser.  
Your participation and dedication to Hammond Middle School made this a successful campaign.  Pickup 
of all products is scheduled for Thursday, March 13 from 3 Ð 6 pm, in the cafeteria.   
 
CAREER DAY NEWS!  Our first Hammond Middle Career Day was February 6 and 7.  It was a huge 
success.  A big thank you to our parents.  There were 52 presenters and most of them were parents.  Our 
students really enjoyed hearing your presentations.  Also, a big thank you to all of the parents hosting the 
Reception Room.  Mrs. LeRay Blanding and The Career Day Committee 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 
 
COLLEGE SAVINGS PLANS OF MARYLAND - PARENT INFORMATION NIGHTS  The 
College Savings Plans of Maryland now offers more options from the State of Maryland to help make it 
easier than ever to save for college.  The Maryland Prepaid College Trust Allows you to lock in 
tomorrow’s tuition at today’s cost and offers the security of a Maryland Legislative Guarantee.  The 
Maryland College Investment Plan offers 13 different investment portfolios managed by T. Rowe Price.  
Both plans are affordable, flexible, and offer great State and federal tax benefits!  To find out more, plan 
to attend one of the Parent Information Nights, presented by Howard County Public Schools and the 
College Savings Plans of MD.  All presentations are scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. For more information, 
go to www.collegesavingsmd.org (click on “Events”) or 1-888-4MD-GRAD (option#5). 
 
Tuesday, March 4…Elkridge Landing Middle School, 7085 Montgomery Road, Elkridge, 21075 
Thursday, March 6…Patuxent Valley Middle School, 9151 Volmerhausen Road, Jessup, 20794 
 
 
2008 SUMMER CAMP FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS  - The Women’s Giving Circle 
of Howard County has expanded its residential summer camp, Journey. Maryland Leadership Workshops, 
Inc. (MLW) will operate Journey. The Women’s Giving Circle is an organization of women 
philanthropists dedicated to addressing the needs of women and girls in Howard County.   
 
Journey will run from Sunday, July 20 through Saturday, July 26, at Washington College in Chestertown, 
MD.  Student delegates to the program will live in the college dorms, eat in the college cafeteria, and 
experience a collegiate atmosphere during the weeklong program.  The camp will be restricted to girls 
who are living in Howard County and now attending seventh through eleventh grade. The cost of the 
camp is $550.  Financial assistance is available.  Applications can be obtained at 
www.womensgivingcircle.org.  Applications are due March 14.  For further information, contact Colleen 
Taggart-D’Agrosa, womensgivingcircle@comcast.net or 301-854-1107. 
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HANDOUTS COMING HOME:  
March Menu 

 

 

PTA NEWS: 
 
PRINTER CARTRIDGE RECYCLING - Help support Hammond Middle School PTA activities by 
recycling your used printer cartridges.  All you have to do is place your used printer cartridges (inkjet or 
laser) in the marked bin in the front lobby; weÕll take care of the rest! 
  
Bring them from home, bring them from work; we can recycle most major name brands (HP, Dell, 
Lexmark, etc.), but not generics (like Staples brand) or remanufactured cartridges.  If you have the 
original packaging, that helps protect the delicate parts, but weÕll gladly take loose cartridges as well.  ItÕs 
good for HMS and good for the environment! 

  

OTHER NEWS: 
SCHOOL CALENDAR – The last school day is scheduled for Friday, June 13, 2008.  The six days following the last day are 
designated as inclement weather makeup days.  If we have more than one unscheduled school-closing day, the school year will 
extend into the week of June 16.  This is mentioned now as a cautionary note.  It is suggested that families not make plans on 
any day designated as a makeup day.  Over the past 20 years, we have averaged 3.5 inclement weather-closing days per year, so 
the odds are quite good that we’ll be using at least some of those days.  To check the school calendar visit 
www.hcpss.org/files/calendar_approved0708.pdf. 
 
ATTENDANCE REMINDERS:   

1. IF your child is late to school, they must have a note (or parent/guardian sign them in). 
2. IF your child needs to have an early dismissal, they must have a note handed in to Mrs. Goins, Guidance 

immediately upon their morning arrival to school. A parent/guardian must still sign them out in the front office at 
the appropriate time showing identification. 

3. WHEN your child is absent, please call our attendance line at 410-880-5836 and leave a brief message for that day.  
UPON the child’s return to school, a note must be turned in to Mrs. Goins, Guidance within two days of the absence 
or the student will be marked truant.  

Please call Mrs. Goins at 410-880-5834 if you have any questions. 
 
HOWARD COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY offers FREE live on-line homework help. Check it out at 
http://www.howa.lib.md.us/  The service is available seven days a week from 2 p.m. through 1:00 a.m. Eastern time. Students 
in 4th-12th grades, as well as college freshmen, can use the service as often as they wish and receive help in math, science, 
social studies and English. A Howard County Public Library card is necessary to access this free service. 

CELL PHONES – Please remind your children that Hammond Middle School is a cell phone free building.  Cell phones may 
be brought into the building but have to remain off during the school day.  We also request that parents not use cell phones in 
the building.  Your cooperation is appreciated. 
 
eSchoolnewsletter – is an excellent way to stay up to date with school system news.  Hammond Middle 
will send notices regarding last minute announcements and reminders for upcoming events.  The Public 
Information Office of HCPSS also sends notices of countywide interest and emergency notices.  You may 
sign up for eSchoolnewsletter at www.eschoolnewsletter.com.  eSchoolnewsletter is free of charge for all 
HCPSS families. 
 
 
 
 
 


