Dear Seventh Grade Student,

Congratulations!  Your teachers are so impressed with the creativity, originality, and distinctive voice in your writing that you have been invited to be part of this year’s G/T Writers Guild.

The Writers Guild offers opportunities for talented, motivated writers to excel and to develop their unique voices, and it is a wonderful opportunity to become part of a community of writers who are on a shared journey of exploration and improvement.  Please consider the following components to determine if you are interested in being part of this year’s Writers Guild.

Talented, motivated writers:

· Are curious, inquisitive, and observant of the world around them

· Are creative and imaginative

· Are avid readers who have a passion for words and details

· Engage in a variety of strategies to help them develop their ideas

· Are willing to explore different forms of writing

· Are interested in and sensitive to the human experience

· Are able to write for a variety of audiences

· Understand that writing takes practice and rewriting

· Can work independently

· Have a passionate desire to put words on paper

· Are open to honest feedback

· Are willing to submit work to many places for publication.

Framework of the Writers Guild:

· The Writers Guild is set in a Writers Workshop format that will allow you to receive peer and teacher response and feedback.  Throughout the workshop, you will maintain a portfolio of polished work to submit selections for publication.

· The Writers Guild will meet at least two times per month for approximately 45 minutes a session.  Meeting times and days will vary and you will be responsible for any work missed while compacted out of class.

· Mrs. Stevens will provide formal instruction through the use of mini-lessons that emphasize both content and form, but ultimately, you will decide what you will write.
· The Writers Workshop time spent in school will serve as a springboard for you to write on your own, and it will also be used as a place for conferencing and peer review.  Most of your writing, though, will be completed out of school.  
· You will maintain a portfolio of polished work and will submit at least one piece of writing to be considered for publication.  
Now that you understand the expectations of the G/T Writers Guild, I hope that you will choose to take advantage of this opportunity!



If you want to participate in this yearlong endeavor, please take this form home, read over it with a parent/guardian, and complete the following declaration of intention and return the tear-off portion to Mrs. Stevens

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I want the opportunity to become part of a community of writers who are on a shared journey of exploration and improvement.  I understand that I am expected to be an active participant in the G/T Writers Guild, and I will keep a portfolio of my work to submit selections for publication.  I also understand that I am responsible for making up any missed work for classes.  

___________________________________

______________________________

Student Name





Student Signature

___________________________________

______________________________

Parent Signature




Date

