10

[image: image2..pict]
Senior Writing Project
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Fall 2011
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Dear Students:

The start of a school year is a good time to look ahead and plan for your academic success. A major component of that success is your ability to express yourself in writing. Each year, your teachers provide multiple opportunities for you to become a more mature writer. They also encourage you to reflect on your writing and identify areas in which you are strong and areas where you need more support and practice. When you reach your senior year, you will be able to showcase your growth as a writer through the Senior Writing Project.

Writing is a critical skill that you will use in school, in the workplace, and in social situations. Whether you are completing job applications, answering test questions, or writing formal essays, your ability to convey your thoughts clearly and effectively in writing is the mark of a college- and career-ready student.

The culmination of your high school English experience is the Senior Writing Project, which requires you to reflect on your four years of high school writing in order to assess your writing growth. The Senior Writing Project is an opportunity to look at your development as a writer. To complete this project, it is imperative that you archive your writing in the folder provided by your teacher. Since you write in all subject areas, you need to keep samples or artifacts of your writing from all disciplines in order to get an accurate picture of yourself as a writer. It will be better to have more writing in your folder rather than not enough, so that during your senior year you will have many and varied artifacts to evaluate and consider.
Your writing folder is not merely a folder in which you store writing samples. You will also include reflections on your writing that help you to grow and progress. Moving from simply looking at your grade to reviewing your teacher’s comments and internalizing them requires you to think about writing and make deliberate choices so that you improve on your next writing assignment.

The Senior Writing Project allows you to choose the medium in which you demonstrate the knowledge that you have gained about your writing skills. A list of project types is included later in this packet. Your project must be based on your writing reflections and the contents of your writing folder.

As you embark on a new school year, keep this information in mind. Remember, you write in many different situations, and everything you write shows your ability to convey your thoughts clearly and effectively. You may not realize it at the time, but when you look back and reflect, you will see growth. We hope that your Senior Writing Project will be a vibrant reflection of you and your growth as a writer throughout your dynamic high school career.

Sincerely,

The Office of Secondary Language Arts
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Senior Writing Project
Good writers make decisions before, during, and after writing. They think about writing, and this awareness enables them to grow as writers. The Senior Writing Project is a culminating assignment which allows you to assess yourself as a writer by reviewing your writing and reflections from your four years of high school.
 
Purpose:  The purpose of the HCPSS Senior Writing Project is to allow seniors the opportunity to demonstrate their growth and writing prowess through a variety of media. You will draw upon your writings throughout high school, including assignments completed in English classes and in other content areas. You will reflect on the documents in your writing folder representing many types of writing: research, analytical, explanatory, argument, narration, and creative. 
 
Project description:  As part of this reflective journey through your high school writing experiences, you will review your compositions and reflect on the growth you have shown as a writer. For example, in 9th grade, you may have struggled to elaborate on your ideas, or you were not able to write an effective thesis statement. Perhaps in 10th grade, you wrote an argument essay, and your teacher commented that you provided an abundance of evidence to support your claim, but you never addressed any counterclaims. These reflections are the kind of ideas that you might discuss in your project.  
  
You will be able to choose your project type from the list that is provided in this packet. Project criteria are included to ensure your project reflects the highest quality. Regardless of the type of project you choose, all projects must meet the criteria of the rubric attached to this document, and all projects must include a written response.
Senior Writing Project Options

Note: All projects will be graded according to the guidelines of the Scoring Rubric on pages 9-10 of this packet.

1. Writing Collection

Construct a binder that includes five writing assignments in various modes and a reflection for each submitted assignment. Modes of writing to consider are research, analytical, explanatory, argument, narration, and creative.
Requirements
· Include at least five writing samples in various modes that represent your writing experiences and demonstrate your growth as a writer. At least one sample must come from a content area other than English.

· Include a reflection for each writing sample, addressing your strengths and weaknesses as well as how you can improve each specific assignment.

· The binder must be neatly and thoughtfully presented. It may include decorative elements as long as they enhance the content and do not distract from it.
2. Reflective Essay
Compose a well-organized essay reflecting on how you have grown as a writer during the past four years. Several pieces (at least four) of your writing must be used in the reflections, including writings from other subject areas such as social studies and science. 

Consider the following questions:

· In what specific areas of writing have I been most successful and how?

· How do my skills as a writer relate to my future goals: college, the work force, and my personal life?

· Where was I as a writer in ninth grade? Where am I now? Where do I need to be?

· What advice would I give to underclassmen and upperclassmen?  

 

Requirements

· Your paper should be 3-5 pages in length, double-spaced. Do not simply summarize how you have grown as a writer, but rather demonstrate your progress by referring to your chosen writing samples.
· Present ideas which clearly convey an analysis of your writing, supported with concrete details and quotations from your writing samples.
· Organize your ideas in a way that engages and maintains the reader’s interest. 
3. Podcast 
A podcast displays images simultaneously with audio. When creating a podcast, you will develop an original script and make deliberate decisions about how and where to place hyperlinks, music, documents, and artwork. 
Requirements 
· Include your name and the date the podcast was produced within your actual podcast.

· Practice your script so that your delivery is smooth and conversational in tone.

· Engage the audience through effective enunciation, expression, and rhythm.

· Use standard English throughout the podcast.

· Ensure the artwork used is relevant and matches what is being said in the podcast. 

· Make certain that the graphic and music enhancements are owned by the creator of the podcast or that the copyright is cleared with appropriate documentation. 

· Include transitions that are smooth and spaced correctly without noisy or dead space.  

· Ensure that the volume of voice, music, and effects enhances the presentation.

· A written reflection clearly articulates how this podcast illustrates your development as a writer.
4. PowerPoint
A PowerPoint is a slide presentation that contains text and images. You can also insert other media, such as audio and video clips and movies. Your PowerPoint presentation should be designed to be engaging for the audience.

Requirements

The PowerPoint must contain:

· at least 12 slides.
· images as well as text.
· a “notes” presentation to submit after presenting the slide show. These “notes” will constitute your written reflection and should reflect your growth as a writer by referring to specific writing assignments.
Content

· You must describe your growth as a writer through all four years of high school.

· You must suggest areas for future growth.

Helpful hints for creating the presentation:

· Introduce and state your thesis in your first few slides.

· Include aesthetically pleasing and sequential slides that contain relevant ideas that clearly support your thesis.

· Refer to different types of writing to show your growth (i.e., research, creative, argument).

· Enhance the overall presentation through the consistent use of font features such as color, boldface, or other effects. 

· Use images (graphics, illustrations, pictures, animations, etc.) to enhance the development of your thesis. 

· Use a maximum of six points per slide and six words per point.

· Limit each slide to one idea.

· Organization and transition: There should be a logical flow from beginning to end, like in written work. Avoid jumping from one point to another, and be careful about adding information that is not directly related to the thesis.

· Use an effective and strong closing.

Helpful hints for presenting the PowerPoint to an audience

· Do not read the presentation. Practice so you can speak from bullet points. The text should be a cue for the presenter rather than a message for the viewer.

· Timing: Use three slides per minute as a maximum.
5. Blog
The term "blog" is a contraction of the term "web log." A blog is a frequently updated online personal journal or diary. You should probably begin this “journal” during your freshman year. Two blogging website are currently approved by HCPSS. You must post your blog to one of these: http://classblogmeister.com/ and http://edublogs.org/ . 
Requirements

· Make sure fonts are consistent and easy to read. Vary point size appropriately for headings and text. Use font styles (italic, bold, underline) consistently to improve readability.

· Include a statement of authorship, school name, and date of publication as well as the date last edited.

· Make the content interesting to the people for whom it is intended. Make sure that the writing is original and relevant and that the reader is engaged.

· The blog should not be a repetition of your quarterly reflections.

· Your final entry will be your reflection on your overall growth as a writer. It should contain references to specific assignments.

· Follow “Fair Use” guidelines, including easy-to-locate and accurate citations for all borrowed material. Do not include material from websites that state that permission is required, unless permission has been obtained. 

Consider the following topics:
· Make a comparison between the writer you were in 9th grade and the writer you are now.

· Write about an author who has a writing style that has influenced you. Describe that writer’s style and compare it to your own.

· Write about an error that you used to make in your writing that you no longer make.

· Write about how being a good writer has helped you in other content areas.

· Write about how you would like to grow as a writer.

· Explain how writing well will help you achieve your future goals and aspirations.

6. Musical Arrangement

Music lends itself to all kinds of personal expression. This option is a viable choice for those who are gifted in this area and wish to demonstrate their mastery through songwriting or arranging. 

Requirements

· The musical composition must be original (composed by you), and created  specifically for this project. Do not submit something that you wrote for another occasion or assignment.

· If you include lyrics, make sure that the lyrics are appropriate for a school audience. Be sure that the lyrics are understandable and that they demonstrate your growth as a writer.

· Your arrangement should be between three (3) and five (5) minutes long.

· Compose the accompanying melody, using a natural rhythm to accompany the lyrics, while also making deliberate discussions about chorus / verse / chorus / bridge.

· Perform the composition live or use Apple’s Garageband or another program to record your performance.

· Your composition must include a reflection. Explain how your composition represents your growth as a writer. Include specific samples or references to specific assignments from all four years of high school.

7. Skits, Paintings, Photo Essays, Sculptures, and other Visual Presentations

Make sure your writing growth is documented clearly in your product, allowing the viewer to make connections between the artistic rendition and your assessment of your writing progress. Note that each product must be accompanied by a written reflection.

Skit
Requirements
· The performance (dialogue, actions, costumes, props, etc.) should convey your development as a writer. 

· You must submit a hard copy of the dialogue.

· Your message about your development as a writer should be easily understood by the audience.
· You must use clear and effective details about your writing to support your message about your development as a writer.

· You must include a rich use of visual and/or audio props that enhance the presentation and engage your audience. 

· A written reflection clearly articulates how this skit illustrates your development as a writer.
Painting
Requirements
· The painting must be original and created specifically for this project.

· Your use of color, shading, space, and other artistic elements should serve as a vehicle to convey your development as a writer.

· Your original voice comes through in the painting. If you adopt a particular style, (e.g., Impressionism), it should relate clearly to the narrative of your development as a writer. 

· Your message about your development as a writer is easily understood by the audience.

· A written reflection clearly articulates how this painting illustrates your development as a writer.

Photo Essay
Requirements

· The photographs are original and created (or compiled) specifically for this project.

· The photographs clearly illustrate your development as a writer.

· Photographic effects have been used appropriately and creatively.

· All the details that demonstrate your development as a writer are placed in a logical order.

· Each photograph contains clear and concise captions that express the photograph’s relationship to your development as a writer.

· You include a written reflection that clearly articulates how this photo essay illustrates your development as a writer.

Sculpture
Requirements

· The sculpture is original and created specifically for this project. 

· The sculpture clearly illustrates your development as a writer. 

· Your message about your development as a writer is easily understood by the audience.

· A written reflection clearly articulates how this sculpture illustrates your development as a writer.

Diorama
Requirements

· The diorama is sophisticated and polished and the content clearly illustrates your development as a writer.

· All of the details, images, and artifacts used in the diorama are presented effectively to create a thoughtful, engaging visual product.

· A written reflection clearly articulates how this diorama illustrates your development as a writer.

Poster
Requirements

· Each image contains clear and concise captions that show a connection to your development as a writer.

· The poster is polished and the content clearly conveys your development as a writer.

· The message about your development as a writer is easily understood by the audience.

· A written reflection clearly articulates how this poster illustrates your development as a writer.

8. Poetry
Poetry lends itself to various kinds of creative expression. This option is a viable choice for students who are gifted in this area and wish to demonstrate their mastery through creative poetry.

Requirements

· The poem must have a minimum of 14 lines.

· The poem must follow the guidelines of a specific subgenre or a mixture of subgenres of poetry. (For example, Gwendolyn Brooks writes a poem entitled “Sonnet-Ballad,” a combination of a sonnet and a ballad.)

· The content and form must demonstrate your growth as a writer.

· The poem demonstrates a logical progression.

· The poem uses effective rhythm/rhyme.

· The poem creates original imagery.

· The content includes frequent references to student’s artifacts.

· Ungrammatical choices are acceptable if they contribute to the effect of the poem.

· A written prose reflection clearly articulates how the poem illustrates your development as a writer.

9. Other
Conference with your teacher if you feel you would like to do a project that is not listed on the sheet. 

Senior Writing Project Scoring Rubric

Value: No more than 20% of 3rd Quarter Grade 
	Component
	Superior Quality
	Acceptable Quality
	Basic Quality
	Unsatisfactory Quality

	Ideas
	Student clearly demonstrates an understanding of his/her growth and development as a writer. Concrete references to specific artifacts from throughout the student’s high school career support student’s claims regarding his/her progress.
	Student expresses a general understanding of his/her growth and development as a writer. References to specific artifacts from throughout the student’s high school career are attempted with regard to student’s claims.

	Student demonstrates a vague understanding of his/her growth and development as a writer. There are few to no claims regarding the student’s progress throughout his/her high school career.
	Student does not express a general understanding of his/her growth and development as a writer. There are no supporting details.

	Organization
	Student’s project is orderly. The organization enhances and showcases the student’s growth and development as a writer. The project has a clear introduction, body, and conclusion.
	Student’s project is orderly enough for the audience to understand the student’s growth and development as a writer without too much confusion. The project has a recognizable introduction, body, and conclusion.

	Student’s project lacks a clear sense of direction. Its structure takes attention away from the content. There may be an introduction and conclusion, but they are not readily apparent. 
	Student’s project is unfocused. There is no apparent structure. Ideas, sequences, and events seem strung together in a loose or random fashion. There is no identifiable internal structure.

	Voice
	Student’s project is individual, compelling, personal, and engaging. The tone of the piece adds interest and is appropriate for the purpose and audience.

	Student’s project is sincere but not fully engaging or involved. The tone is genuine but does not reflect unique or individual perspective on the topic. 
	Student’s project is earnest, pleasing, and safe. Only one or two aspects here or there intrigue the audience. The tone is occasionally personal.
	Student’s project lacks personality and perspective. It is not fully engaging or interesting. The tone is lifeless and mechanical.

	Word Choice/ Expression
	Student’s words/images convey an understanding of his/her growth as a writer in a precise, interesting, and natural way. The diction or word selections are powerful, specific, and effective.
	Student’s words/images are functional and convey an understanding of his/her growth as a writer. The diction or word selections are relevant and sensible. 
	Student’s words/images attempt to convey an understanding of his/her growth as a writer. The diction or word selections are non-specific and rarely capture the audience’s imagination.

	Student’s words/images are distracting and irrelevant. The diction or word selections made are unimaginative and lifeless. 

	Fluency


	Student logically connects ideas from start to finish. The overall language  and images are masterfully threaded throughout.
	Student sufficiently connects ideas from start to finish. There is consistency in the overall language and images used throughout.
	Student attempts to connect ideas from start to finish but falls short. There is little to no connection in the overall language and images used throughout.

	Student does not connect ideas from start to finish. There is no consistency in the overall language and images throughout.

	Quality
	Student’s project is professional and  appropriate for a graduating high school senior. The overall project exhibits exceptional time and effort. The project also meets all applicable specifications as set forth for  the format selected.

	Student’s project is acceptable and appropriate for a graduating high school senior. The overall project exhibits time and effort. The project also meets all applicable specifications as set forth for the format selected.
	Student’s project is of mediocre quality. Effort displayed is insufficient or unapparent. The project meets some applicable specifications as set forth for the format selected.
	Student’s project is of poor quality. Effort is not evident. The project does not meet specifications as set forth for the format selected.


Intent Form

The Senior Writing Project is a capstone assignment that demonstrates student growth in analysis, synthesis, process, research, and creative expression throughout the high school experience. The project is valued at __________ percent of your third quarter grade.

Select a product from the list of options:

· Writing collection

· Reflective essay

· Podcast

· PowerPoint

· Blog

· Musical arrangement

· Skit

· Painting

· Photo essay

· Sculpture

· Diorama

· Poster

· Poetry

· Other

I understand that my signature on this form indicates that I have read and understood the criteria of the Senior Writing Project, and I am committing myself to completing a project.

__________________________
_______________________
________

Student signature



Parent signature


Date
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